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Household welfare as used in this article refers to variable 

standard of living of a group of people occupying/sharing 

common household existences and identities. Different 

variable indicators are used in this article to systematically 

measure household welfare to document welfare contours 

as moderated by remittances from international migrants.

Sometimes we considered welfare and poverty synonyms 

in this article because most people, who are not scholars/or 

academics, often understand welfare (or even wellbeing) as 

demonstrative elemental dynamic of poverty. So, when we 

sometimes refer to welfare, we allude to outcomes of 

demonstrative dynamics of poverty whether in terms of 

positive or negative variation in wellbeing or constancy.  

We used the concept and variable welfare in this article in 

the order of Iheke (2010) and Quartey, 2006) as economic 

wellbeing of an individual, group, or economy as 

conceptualized by utility functions of intervention(s) 

depending on how individuals, groups, nations and 

societies fair. Generally, welfare represents people’s 

standard of living and household income and consumption 

expenditures on food, education and health for example are 

used as proxies for welfare indicator.

Data they give

No negative connotation is intended in the use of this 

concept. It was adopted in this article because of its 

analytical and descriptive suitability.

These three angles of remittances are referred to as 

elements of remittances in this article.

See Akanle, O. and Adesina, J.O. 2015. Corruption and 

the Nigerian Development Quagmire: Popular Narratives 

and Current Interrogations. Journal of Developing 

Societies. 31.4. Pp. 421-446.

This can be through hiring of consultants and experts 

from ODAs’/aids’ giving nations or through purchasing of 

equipment from the ODAs’/aids’ giving nations for 

example.

The youngest respondent is 18 years old while the oldest 

respondent is 94 years old. Median age is 35 years and the 

range of respondents’ age is 76.

South Africa is usually a transit point in the migration 

course of the migrants. South Africa is normally not a final 

destination for many.



x
 We first measured the volume of remittances to 

households through amount of money remitted. This 

approach was adopted for two major reasons. First, vast 

majority of our respondents (over 80%) indicated that 

money is the most sent remittance. Second, money is the 

most objective and the most amenable indicator of volume 

of remittances (see also Fonta et al, (2015), Jimenez and 

Brown (2012), Lu (2012), Nwaru, Iheke and Onyenweaku 

(2011). 
xi

 Dummy variable development: In dummy variable 

creation, it is essential to identify the response and the base 

categories. The response category is included in the model.  
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 Not Significant 
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 Significant


