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Abstract
Background:Over the past two decades, pastoralist-farmer conflicts have become a pressing security
challenge in Nigeria, especially in the North Central region. This study analyzed how pastoralist-farmer
conflicts fuel population displacements in the North Central, Nigeria. It also assessed the livelihood of
the internally displaced persons in the region.
Data Source and Methods: The study employed primary data comprising key informant interview of
37 stakeholders and field observations. It also utilized secondary data on pastoralist-farmer conflicts and
population displacement largely sourced from Centre for Democracy and Development. We used
simple percentage, frequency tables and content analysis of the qualitative data.
Results:The failure of the Nigerian state to manage pastoralist — farmer conflicts escalated the attacks
and the forceful displacement it engendered. The displacements have worsened the humanitarian crisis
as it has increased the number of people in immediate need of food, security, health, school, livelihood,
shelter, protection, non food items, water, sanitation and hygiene.
Conclusion:The study concluded that building inclusive societies is relevant for de-escalating
pastoralist-farmer conflicts, reducing population displacements, mitigating humanitarian crisis and
achieving sustainable development goals in Nigeria and beyond.
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Introduction

Population displacements refer to forceful of willful
dislocation of a person or group of persons from
their homes as a result of natural or man-made
disasters. United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (2019) noted that by the end of 2018,
almost 70.8 million individuals were forcibly displaced
worldwide as a result of persecution, conflict,
violence, or human rights violations. While some
displaced persons cross internal borders, the majority
(41.3 million people) are internally displaced. In sub-
Saharan Africa, the numbers of internally displaced
persons has been rising at an alarming rate in the last
five decades. Significantly, most people are displaced
in Africa due largely to violent conflict (Kellenberger,
2009; Oguonu and Ezeibe, 2014; Oyefara and Alabi,
2016). Herder-farmer conflicts in Africa have killed
thousands of people, displaced tens of thousands
from their communities; properties worth millions of
dollars destroyed or looted, homes and crops burnt
or destroyed, and livestock killed or rustled (Lenshie
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et al, 2020). Indeed, Africa is in the throes of an
internal displacement crisis and this continues to
increase the level of vulnerability across the globe
(Getanda et al, 2015)

In Nigeria, the number of internally displaced
persons has increased from 470,500 in 2013 to 2.5
million in 2018 due to the escalation of Boko Haram
in North East Nigeria from 2009 to 2019 (Ibekwe,
2014; Nwangwu and Ezeibe, 2019; United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees,2019). As at 2018,
Nigeria had the 4th highest number of internally
displaced people in Africa, more than the war turn
South Sudan and Sudan. Although vast majority of
internally displaced people in Nigeria are in North
East region (United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees, 2019), pastoralist-farmer conflicts have
evolved from spontaneous reactions to deadly
planned attacks resulting in more civilian deaths than
Boko Haram insurgency in Nigeria (International
Crisis Group, 2018).
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Despite the large-scale population displacements as a
result of pastoralist-farmer conflicts in North Central
region, narratives on conflicts and population
displacements in Nigeria unduly focus on Boko
Haram and the North East Nigeria (Adewale, 2016;
Jacob, 2016; Eke, 2019; Ajodo-Adebanjoko, 2019;
Ajayi, 2020). Scholars have related farmer-herder
conflicts to security issues in Nigeria such as
terrorism and secessionist movements (Lenshie et al.
2020; Chukwuma, 2020). Although studies have also
linked population displacements in the North Central
to long standing tensions between ethnic and
linguistic groups, attacks by criminal groups, banditry,
kidnapping, armed robbery and attacks by herdsmen
(International Organization for Migration, 2019;
2020), empirical academic assessment of the nexus
between herder-farmer conflicts and population
displacements as well as the livelihood condition of
displaced persons in North Central Nigeria have
been neglected. This study analyzed how pastoralist-
farmer  conflicts  fuel  population internal
displacements. It also assessed the condition of
livelihood of internally displaced persons in North
Central, Nigeria. Understanding herder-farmer
conflicts, the population displacements they engender
and the condition of livelihood of internally displaced
persons in North Central Nigeria present
opportunity for de-escalating the conflicts, reducing
population displacements, mitigating humanitarian
crisis and achieving sustainable development goals in
Nigeria and beyond.

Literature review and theoretical framework

Although pastoralist-farmer conflicts are common
across Africa Maiangwa (2017), it had intensified over
the last decade in Nigeria, especially in the North
Central and North West. There are remote and
immediate causes of pastoralist-farmer conflicts in
North Central region. While the remote causes
include inept leadership, decline of state legitimacy
and prevalence of armed non-state actors
(Ezemenaka and Ekumaoko, 2018), among the
immediate causes are climatic changes induced
droughts and desertification as well as loss of
northern grazing lands to the expansion of human
settlements (Kuna and lbrahim, 2015; International
Crisis Group, 2017;0kigbo, 2018). Hence, land use
change which prompts the pastoralists to push
towards the North Central to the South with their
livestock is one of the major causes of the conflicts
(Muhammed et al, 2015; Kwaja and Ademola-
Adelehin, 2018). Other causes of pastoralist-farmer
conflicts include destruction of crops by cattle and
other property such as irrigational facilities,
increasing rate of rural banditry and cattle rustling,
retaliation for the destruction of livestock, political
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and ethnic strife intensified by the spread of illicit
firearms, collapse of traditional conflict management
mechanisms, increasing violence in the North East,
inflammatory rhetoric by ethnic and religious leaders
also contributes to the violence in the North Central
region and antagonistic perceptions among farmers
and herdsmen (Akov, 2017; lkeanyibe et al, 2018;
Ezeibe and lkeanyibe, 2017; Ajibo et al, 2018;
International Crisis Group, 2017; 2018; Nnabuihe,
2019).

These conflicts have resulted in destruction of
local communities, large-scale displacement of
people; undermined food production as well as
increased the rate of disabilities, hunger and
malnutrition (Fajonyomi et al, 2018; Okigbo, 2018;
International Crisis Group, 2018; Chiluwa and
Chiluwa, 2020). In 20018, pastoralist - farmer
conflicts in the North Central intensified, killing at
least 1,600 people and displacing 300,000 people
(Human Rights Watch, 2019). In Benue State alone,
Ajibo et al. (2018, p. 157) remarked that “more than
1,878 people were killed between 2014 and 2016.
Although international reports observed that
population displacement is a major consequence of
herder-farmer conflicts in Nigeria (Human Rights
Watch, 2019; International Organization for
Migration, 2019; 2020), there are dearth of empirical
studies on how herder-farmer conflicts fuel
population displacements and the condition of
livelihood of internally displaced persons in North
Central Nigeria. These spiraling conflicts and the
displacement of people they engender also threaten
the development progress made in recent decades
(United Nations Department of Economic and Social
Affairs, 2015). Herder-farmer conflicts have also
negatively impacted food security and national
security (Uzobo and Akhuetie, 2018; Okoli and
Ogayi, 2018; Fajonyomi et al, 2018; Chukwuma,
2020)

In response to these conflicts in order to
ameliorate their impacts, the Nigerian governments
created the grazing reserves in 1965, established the
National Commission for Nomadic Education
(NCNE) in 1989, used the armed forces to curb
internal security, proposed cattle ranching system in
2018 and legislated anti-open grazing laws (Egbuta,
2018; Ortom, 2019). While studies have assessed the
causes of herder-farmer conflicts. M there is dearth
of empirical academic studies on how the pastoralist-
farmer conflicts fuel population displacement and the
condition of livelihood of internally displaced persons
in North Central Nigeria.

This study employed frustration-aggression theory as
its framework of analysis. The theory posited that
aggression is always a consequence of frustration and
thus explains the cause of conflicts and violence
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(Dollard et. al., 1939). It stated that frustration causes
aggression and when the source of the frustration
cannot be challenged, the aggression gets displaced
onto an innocent target (Miller, 1941; Whitley and
Kite, 2010). While aggression refers to an action with
the intent to harm, and can be physical and non-
physical and manifest as conflicts and violence in
societies, frustration is the condition which exists
when a goal-response suffers interference. The
failure to obtain a desired goal leads to aggressive
behavior (Fox, 1954). However, aggression is not
always the response to frustration. Rather a
substitute response is displayed when aggressive
response is not the strongest in the hierarchy. The
four mediating factors which influence aggression are
magnitude  of  frustration,  aggression  cues,
arbitrariness of frustration, and cognitive and
emotional processes (Berkowitz, 1989).

Magnitude of frustration is the intensity of
blocking goal-directed behavior. Dollardet al. (1939)
explains that being so close to one’s goal and being
neglected may be one act in an aggressive manner
due to the excitement and expectation of receiving
one’s goal. Aggressive cues can identify the aggressive
reaction resulting from a barrier to goal attainment.
The aggressive and the neutral cues tend to enhance
frustration which leads to aggression.

Arbitrariness of frustration, regarded as
unexpected blocking of goals can lead to aggression.
Certainly in the long run, expecting a however
ultimately being prevented from it all of a sudden
explains the arbitrariness of frustration-aggression
actions or behavior. Cognitive and emotional
processes emanation from frustration is most likely to
lead to aggression when an individual or group’s
emotional experiences are interpreted as negative
(Mbah, 2014). Thus, the occurrence of aggressive
behavior always presupposes the existence of
frustration and contrariwise, that the existence of
frustration always leads to some form of aggression.

Consequently, the blockage of the nomadic
pastoralists by the sedentary local farmers from
accessing forage and water for cattle leads to
aggressive behavior such as violent conflict between
the two production groups either to have access to
land resources and water or to recover their land as
well as their means of livelihood. Hence, “violent
conflict is generated by the revolution of rising
frustration due to revolution of rising expectations”
(Mbah, 2014:131). This is because the basic
expectations are thwarted and each group
experience profound sense of dissatisfaction and
anger in the process of production. The two
production groups are frustrated because both
experience deprivation.
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Access to land and water resources are central for
the survival of both pastoralists and farmers.
Meanwhile these resources are scarce. Competition
for these scarce resources within the social
environment engenders frustration and aggression
between pastoralists and farmers. The invasion of
farms and destruction of crops by cattle as well as
increased cattle rustling in North Central Nigeria
have worsened the aggressive tendencies of the two
groups to survive. The failure of federal and state
governments to resolve the conflicts have
exacerbated it, thereby escalating other human
security problems in the region such as internal
population displacements and food crisis.

Data and methods

The study focus is the North Central geopolitical
zone in Nigeria comprising Niger, Kogi, Kwara,

Nassarawa, Benue and Plateau states. The ioiulation

conflict-
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