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Table 1: Summary of results of Nigeria’s population censuses 1789-2006 

No. Governance context Year Result 

1 Pre-colonial (Lagos) 1789 5.000 

2 Pre-colonial (Lagos) 1815 11.000 

3 Pre-colonial (Lagos) 1855 20.000 

4 Pre-colonial (Lagos) 1861 30.000 

5 Colonial (Lagos) 1871 29.000 

6 Colonial (Lagos) 1881 37.000 

7 Colonial (Lagos) 1891 33.000 

8 Colonial (Lagos) 1901 42.000 

9 Colonial (Southern & Northern Nigeria) 1911 16.060.000 

10 Colonial (Southern & Northern Protectorates) 1921 18.720.000 

11 Colonial (Southern & Northern Protectorates) 1931 20.060.000 

12 Colonial (Southern & Northern Protectorates) 1950-53 30.420.000 

13 Nigeria (independent) 1962-63 55.660.000 

14 Nigeria (independent) 1973 79.800.000 

15 Nigeria (independent) 1991 88.500.000 

16 Nigeria (independent) 2006 140.003.542 




















