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i All names indicated in this report are fake in order to 
maintain privacy of informants 
ii Divorced women are often not properly valued in the 
society.  The chance of re-marrying is very slim especially if 
they have many children.  Divorce is perceived as bad luck 
and women who are divorced are considered a disgrace 
and burden for the family. Hence the pressure to migrate is 
high 
iii One of the key informant stated that she worked in a bar 
for 3 months (never referred to her work as prostitution 
because she felt embarrassed about it) 
iv Northern Ethiopia is home for conservative Christian 
tradition making it very difficult for migrants to internalize 
Islamic norms and values. 
v This is not exceptional to migrants in Arab countries. Even 
within Ethiopia, women (especially rural women) who work 

as house maids tend to be submissive and experiences of 
abuse by employers are common 
vi It seems evident that the rhetoric of staying abroad is 
often associated with becoming rich. Those who don’t fit 
into this framework are perceived as extravagant and 
hence the community usually shows less respect to them 
vii Gold or investment in fixed assets is preferred as a result 
of inflations and decreasing value of local currency against 
the Dollar 
viii Informants for example stated that there were times 
when the administration forbade running businesses in 
small container houses. In addition, coffee house owners 
have recently been told not to sell alcoholic beverages 
unless otherwise they have special permits. 
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